
WRITING INTERVENTIONS AT RUSSELL 

Switch-on interventions – scientific programs proven to 

improve literacy skills

Precision Teaching – a scientific program proven to improve 

learning by rote



THE WRITING CYCLE

➢Some children may need more 
focused intervention teaching at 
any of these steps to progress 
well with writing.

➢Teachers/Intervention Lead 
identify pupils who would benefit 
from extra intervention.



COMPOSITION AND TRANSCRIPTION SKILLS

Composition:

Through discussion with an adult:

➢ develop ideas e.g. using the 5 senses to 

add detail

➢ up-level vocabulary choices (strong 

verbs, descriptive adjectives, adverbs etc)

Transcription:

Teaching the child:

➢ to spell independently by using phoneme and syllable frames, by analogy, by 

mnemonics, by applying spelling rules to suffixes

➢ to practise the formation of letters and the joining of letters to form 

words

➢ to develop grammatical knowledge e.g. the parts of language (nouns, 

verbs etc) and learn how to apply it

➢ to use punctuation appropriately and effectively

Editing Skills



SWITCH-ON INTERVENTIONS AND PRECISION TEACHING

Switch-on Sentence

➢ Focuses on composition and transcription skills in a small group

Switch-on Reading

➢ Focuses on teaching multiple strategies for functional independent reading on a 1:1 basis

Switch-on Handwriting

➢ Focuses on the correct cursive formation of letters, then the joining of letters to form di-

/trigraphs then whole words on a 1:1 basis

Switch-on Writing

➢ Focuses on composition and transcription skills on a 1:1 basis

Precision Teaching (for learning to write the most common words)

➢ Focuses on composition and transcription skills in a small group



GENERAL CLASS SPELLING STRATEGIES

SYLLABLE FRAMES
PHONEME (sound) FRAMES

In every subject book, children are expected

to rule a practice area at the bottom of the

page. Here they make attempts at unfamiliar

spellings and an adult might show them how to

form or join letters or demonstrate a

spelling rule.



SWITCH-ON WRITING

A 20-minute, trained-adult led personalised literacy intervention

Aims to:

➢Develop motivation for writing by establishing links between conversation, 

composition and transcription

➢Develop vocabulary and grammar and an awareness of written language 

structures and conventions

➢Develop independence and active problem-solving making use of a variety 

of effective writing strategies

➢Develop strategies for monitoring and evaluating



SWITCH-ON WRITING

A session is made up of:

➢ The reading of a familiar book

➢ A conversation which supports the oral composition of a message to be 

written

➢ Shared transcription of the message using existing writing strategies and 

developing further effective strategies through co-construction

➢ The cutting up and reconstruction of the cut-up message (this allows 

opportunities to strengthen memory and embed spelling including application of 

rules as well as making sure the message makes sense)



SWITCH-ON  WRITING

Spelling Strategies



SWITCH-ON SENTENCE – A GROUP PROVISION 

Switch-on Sentence (Group)
AIM: To become a more competent and independent writer
➢ Groups of 3 or 4 children.

➢ Focus on composition (ideas and vocabulary extension) through shared discussion of a 

picture to improve the content of writing.

➢ Focus on some transcription skills through co-construction then independent writing 

(spelling, punctuation and grammar) to help with the communication of a message.

➢ Focus on editing skills.



SWITCH-ON HANDWRITING

Fluent, efficient handwriting is 

essential as a child moves from lower to 

middle and then on to upper school as 

the emphasis on writing in the learning 

process increases rapidly.

This intervention aims to achieve more 

fluent handwriting and then focuses on 

speed alongside accuracy.

A child is taught 1:1 with an LSA for 7 to 

10 minutes, twice a week (minimum).



PRECISION TEACHING FOR SPELLING

Precision teaching is a proven method to help a child learn something by rote (learning by 

repetition not by understanding).

An LSA might use Precision Teaching to help a child how to spell individual letters, digraphs or 

words.

If a child can spell the first 100 most common words in English, it will speed up the writing 

process and enable others to understand the intended communication just as being able to read 

the first 100 most common words in English speeds up and improves reading.

Many of the first 100 most common words do not follow a phonological pattern so precision 

teaching every day helps to permanently embed these in a child’s long-term memory.



PRECISION TEACHING FOR SPELLING

Method:

➢ teach the spelling of a small set of 

letters/digraphs/words to be learnt

➢ 5 to 10 minutes of teaching activities

➢ 1 minute of testing

➢ work towards a personalised target over an 8-

day period



QUESTIONS?

The most important thing to take away is that reading

with your child frequently and asking them about what

they have read is the most important activity you

can do to progress their literacy skills.

Any further questions? Please email me:

melissa.wolf@russell-lower.co.uk


