WRITING INTERVENTIONS AT RUSSELL

Switch-on interventions — scientific programs proven to
improve literacy skills

Precision Teaching — a scientific program proven to improve
learning by rote




THEWRITING CYCLE

The Writing Process
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Think
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Check it makes Say
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Read aloud
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»Some children may need more
focused intervention teaching at
any of these steps to progress
well with writing.

» Teachers/Intervention Lead
identify pupils who would benefit
from extra intervention.



COMPOSITION AND TRANSCRIPTION SKILLS

The Writing Process /
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Editing Skills

\

Composition:

Through discussion with an adult:

» develop ideas e.g. using the 5 senses to
add detail

» up-level vocabulary choices (strong
verbs, descriptive adjectives, adverbs etc)

Transcription:

Teaching the child:

» to spell independently by using phoneme and syllable frames, by analogy, by
mnemonics, by applying spelling rules to suffixes

» to practise the formation of letters and the joining of letters to form
words

» to develop grammatical knowledge e.g. the parts of language (nouns,
verbs etc) and learn how to apply it

» to use punctuation appropriately and effectively




SWITCH-ON INTERVENTIONS AND PRECISION TEACHING

Switch-on Reading
» Focuses on teaching multiple strategies for functional independent reading on a I:1 basis

Switch-on Writing
» Focuses on composition and transcription skills on a 1:1 basis

Switch-on Sentence
» Focuses on composition and transcription skills in a small group

Switch-on Handwriting

» Focuses on the correct cursive formation of letters, then the joining of letters to form di-
/trigraphs then whole words on a |:| basis

Precision Teaching (for learning to write the most common words)
» Focuses on composition and transcription skills in a small group




GENERAL CLASS SPELLING STRATEGIES

PHONEME (sound) FRAMES In every subjec.t book, children are expected
to rule a practice area at the bottom of the SYLLABLE FRAMES

> Help the child to say the word page. Here they make attempts at unfamiliar
slowly and stretch the sounds spellings and an adult might show them how to » Useful fCI:r Enger words with 2 or
. . more syllables
form or join letters or demonstrate a d
» Count the phonemes spelling rule. » Clap the word, breaking it into
chunks/syllables
» Start with adult drawing frame » Count the syllables and draw
until child can do it corresponding frame
Independently » lIsolate each syllable, sound out if
_ necessary, choose appropriate
» First sound and last sound graphemes
easier —adult Squort plus » Child may need to try all possible
phoneme/grapheme card graphemes to see what “looks right
e5 and feels right’
P —
LJ.D toSto6 phﬁl?et?l'l 815:‘. any » Better to find ROOT first before
Igger, use a sylilable Trame adding suffix




SWITCH-ON WRITING

A 20-minute, trained-adult led personalised literacy intervention

Aims to:

» Develop motivation for writing by establishing links between conversation,
composition and transcription

» Develop vocabulary and grammar and an awareness of written language
structures and conventions

» Develop independence and active problem-solving making use of a variety
of effective writing strategies

» Develop strategies for monitoring and evaluating



SWITCH-ON WRITING

A session is made up of:
» The reading of a familiar book

> A conversation which supports the oral composition of a message to be
written

> Shared transcription of the message using existing writing strategies and
developing further effective strategies through co-construction

» The cutting up and reconstruction of the cut-up message (this allows
opportunities to strengthen memory and embed spelling including application of
rules as well as making sure the message makes sense)



SWITCH-ON WRITING

Switch-on Writing Strategies: Switch-on Writing Strategies:

Phoneme Frames Syllable Frames » bl B =
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Spelling Strategies
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Switch-on Writing Strategies:
Analogy

> Child learns to check for
accuracy and sense by
reading back the
sentence — editing skills

Switch-on Writing Strategies:
Mnemonics

OHelp the child to use
known automatic word
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remember irregularly spelt
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SWITCH-ON SENTENCE — A GROUP PROVISION

The Writing Process

Switch-on Sentence (Group)

/\ AlIM:To become a more competent and independent writer
[ Check T makes ] (5ay ) » Groups of 3 or 4 children.
sense, sounds right o . . . .
and looks right } » Focus on composition (ideas and vocabulary extension) through shared discussion of a
C Reag s picture to improve the content of writing.
vl » Focus on some transcription skills through co-construction then independent writing
(spelling, punctuation and grammar) to help with the communication of a message.
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SWITCH-ON HANDWRITING

Fluent, efficient handwriting is e —

essential as a child moves from lower to kA m
middle and then on to upper school as A o A
the emphasis on writing in the learning

- o e
process increases rapidly. ck Joack kick er _her Lapher
This intervention aims to achieve more — fﬁ*ﬁ :’: 2 %me
fluent handw.rltlng and then focuses on Ligh righl Light  ng, Mg |
speed alongside accuracy.

A child is taught 1:1 with an LSA for 7 to esh prud push, gish presh prud,
|0 minutes, twice a week (minimum). *é‘/"‘“( 3’/‘6)" WJA, M W M



PRECISION TEACHING FOR SPELLING

Precision teaching is a proven method to help a child learn something by rote (learning by
repetition not by understanding).

An LSA might use Precision Teaching to help a child how to spell individual letters, digraphs or
words.

If a child can spell the first 100 most common words in English, it will speed up the writing
process and enable others to understand the intended communication just as being able to read
the first 100 most common words in English speeds up and improves reading.

Many of the first 100 most common words do not follow a phonological pattern so precision
teaching every day helps to permanently embed these in a child’s long-term memory.



PRECISION TEACHING FOR SPELLING

Method:

» teach the spelling of a small set of
letters/digraphs/words to be learnt

» 5 to 10 minutes of teaching activities

» | minute of testing

» work towards a personalised target over an 8-
day period

Teaching Spelling - multisensory

Example: Letter names

Teaching Spelling

T

Trace Copy Cover Blind

https://www.youtube.com/waich2v=dXcupmvfc4A

beautiful beautiful
beautiful beautiful

100 High Frequency Words

had

have

LLLLL




QUESTIONS?

The most important thing to take away is that reading
with your child frequently and asking them about what
they have read is the most important activity you
can do to progress their literacy skills.

Any further questions? Please email me:
melissa.wolf@russell-lower.co.uk



