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Recently your teenager avoids you, stays out late and spends time with a

new group of friends you don‘t know.

Normal teenage behaviour? Or has your child joined a gang?

Media reports about young people joining criminal gangs make it easy

fo believe this is widespread, which is not true. In reality only a very small

percentage of young people are involved in crime.

Gangs

Gang membership isnt illegal, but gang members are more likely fo
commit crimes and carry or use weapons.

It's not only boys who join gangs. Girls can be involved too and they are
particularly vulnerable to becoming involved in risky sexual behaviour.
Common reasons for joining a gang are:

>

Protection
Peer pressure
Gain status / respect
Territory
- Excitement
Money from crime
Escape from neglect/abuse

person will be identified by Em.bo:nm as a gang member if he/she:

Frequents a gang's area and adopts its style of dress

Is arrested in the company of identified gang members

Is identified by a reliable informant as a gang member for offences
which are consistent with gang activity.

What you can do

* Beagood role model. If you deal with conflict without anger or
violence, it's more likely your child will too.

* Talk to your child about their hopes and worries. Praise their
achievements.

* Accept they are growing up in a different time from you and face
different challenges.

* Explain that if they want something they must earn it, not take it.

* Getto know their school, friends and friends’ families.

* Keep discipline and boundaries consistent.

e Discover how your child uses social networking groups. Sites like
Facebook are usually harmless, but gangs do communicate through
them.

* Discuss gangs together, using news reports as your starting point.

Spot the signs

Suspicions that your son / daughter is involved in a criminal gang are not
necessarily proof, though some indications might be:

Behaviour

* Withdrawing from the family

* loss of inferest/bad behaviour in school

* Dropping positive activities like sports

* Unexplained extra money/new possessions
e Staying out late without permission

* Increasingly secretive

* New nickname

Visual signs

* Dressing differently, perhaps in a particular style or colour
e Unexplained physical injuries

* Using tags or graffiti on books / possessions

e Using hand signals to speak with friends in ‘code’



"9S[o U0BWIOS 0} SBUOjaq |l JI UaAe

‘UodpaM D SD 8SN 0} BUO ALIDD O} pUD ‘gl Japun ajuy b Ang o} [oBa)|I S ji
"poIgp BuljleApL Jo 86803 Jo Alsiealun o} Bujob ‘gol b Buiyeh woly
Wwiayl Jusnaid A ya1ym piodas [pUIWLD D pUD 9dUsJUSS Uosld b ‘LNod
0} P3| P|N0J SIY| “JSaD JO 3SI 1o pliyd JnoA sind ayiuy 4o unb o BulAiin)
M7 /yl

"[OHA SI NOA puUNOJD 8S0Y} PUD Ajluuny IN0A Jo Alojbs

9yl "Ajeyps |l oWl [|im oym ‘ed)jod ayj |02 Jsnul NoA Uodpam b pul
- NOAJ| JeBupp Ul Ajlwiby ajoym ayj sind 8snoy ayj Uj UnB 4o ajuy, i ey
Ol [plA Sl auloy Jo uodpam b uspply aAbY Abul piyd JnoA jpadsns noA ||
suodoapp

(UOI}28s S|objU0D |njesn @8s) - Joddns Jayun} pup adIAPD 3995
SUJeU0D 8JoYs AbW Asy} — sjuaind ,Spusi) oYL oL Yol e
(eroldoiddp 1) Ajluip) 8y} JO SIoqWIBW JBUI0 BAOAU] e

IXau op o} Joym Jeyleboroalbp ofAll e

djay o} op UDD NOA IDyM sy e

MBIA JO Julod Jieyl O UBJSIT e

SI0PIWIUI 1O UBibaJy) '9SnddD 0f Jou Al "suousenb sy e

2JD NOA Josdn JsAemoy ‘WIDd ADIS e

"Luop Asyl Uiyl Ao Asut usym usas 921042 b 8oy Asyy Joy Joap a9 ‘Hoddns
JBJJO pup Usjs]| [Im NOA MO WY} o7 "}l SSNDSIP 0} Pa10ds aq Abu pjiyd JNoA

émou joym — bunb o ui s,pjiyd Aw

[H1J0J6 10 SOOHD} Ul UMOYS S|OQUIAS SBs e
subis 4o sainjseb pupy dijpads e

Buiyiop UL Appjnoiupd Inojod dypads Y e
AoyileL pauepy e

dWDUY e

:SOliS1IBdPIDYD BSBy) |
soy |1 J1 Bupb p g Aow dnoib s,pjiyd JNOA

Ausp) bupg

i

o

Agunwiwoa pjn-Bio snjdauyuaind-mmm

1o sjualod Jeyio yiim sBuph pup pjiya JNoA jnogo suieduod

INOA 810ys 0s|o Upd o4 joteusb uj Inojabysq BuiAljing pup Ajjpoynads
SBUPB UO Yjog UOYDULIOM] SADY N "0I°||2402UO0O0SAG MM

puD n*B10:196DUBDYDOB MMM SB)ISToM SNid BUIjIUBID]

INoIADYaq

oAIsseB60 pup BulA|ing ‘sBUbb ylim paajoaul Buieh sjdoed BunoA
luaAeld o} peeu Asy} eausplyuod pup s||iys Buluaind sy ercidull o pup
senss| BUbb pubjsiepun Weyj djgy o} sjuaind Ylim SYIom snjd suljiua.ing

3n"B610°a0uD)|PBWA|ING-YUD MMM SOUD|||Y BUIA||Ng LUY
AN"BioaulpPYI MMM (|| 0080 BUIIP|IUD

610" poddnswiir-mmm 1o 006 0€ 0§ S¥80 Hoddns WidIA
)N 02 Bunijodpooyunoqybieu'mmm
Bio7n-sseddojsowd mmm ||| 566 0080 sieddojsswin
yn Bio’snidauipuaind mmm / 722z 008 8080 BUljiuBIDd

SJODJU0 [Njasn
"uodnam b yim JyBnod § ®2uUsjuss Jabuo| b o} poa| Abw Bupb b Ul Bujeg

looyas 1o sjdoad BUNOA UY210aS 0S|0"UDI YJDIS [00UIS PUD

921j0d "uodpem Jaylo Jo ajiuy ‘unb b BulALpd 8q 0} paAsI[eq sUOBUI0S
U2408S ||IM 821|0d "S{NPD 0} SIDBA G PUD SP|O JDBA /| — 9| JO] SIDBA ¢ JO
8dUBJUBS P salUPd dljgnd Ul — uolpliwl up Buipnpul — unb Aup BulAlp)
'SIDBA 7 S| UospaJ Pooh Jnoym djgnd uj ajuy b BUIADY I0} ©IUBJUSS By






